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Ida Hall I had no right to interfere.

Fritz Gerte. No right! You're being a little too na'ive, my
dear Ida. Why not lay your cards on the table ?

Ida Hall I don't understand you.

Fritz Gerte. Oh, yes, you do. When you begged me for my
help to save your husband from the consequences of his
wretched sermons, when you went down on your knees
to me...

Ida Hall You're talking pure nonsense, Fritz. I never did
any such thing.

Fritz Gerte, But you promised me your daughter's love.

Ida Hall No. How could I promise you something outside
my power to give ? I said if Christine loved you, I would
be very happy.
[Passionately^

Oh, Fritz, can't you see that this engagement came as a
complete surprise? I had hoped and hoped that she
would learn to care for you. Do you think it's pleasant
for a mother to see her daughter married into a family
that's under suspicion? God knows IVe tried hard
enough to keep my husband from saying the things
he does, so that we could enjoy a little peace. I've
begged, implored Christine not to do this, but she hasn't
listened.

Fritz Gerte. Naturally, when there's a legacy at stake.
Ida Hall What do you mean?